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WEATHER

Temperatures were near normal over

the State this past week. Precipitation

was common over the State averaging

three-tenths inch over the west and

nine-tenths over the southeast.

GENERAL

Precipitation during the week in the

form of rain and snow was received with

mixed reactions across Nebraska. Western

areas welcomed the moisture because of

its beneficial effect to winter wheat

stands badly stressed by dry soils.

However, for row crop producers with

fields yet to harvest, the moisture meant

a further delay in completion. Soybean

stands not yet harvested were of particu-

lar concern. Pods were reportedly opening

causing large field losses. In some

low-lying areas it may now be necessary to

wait for hard freezing temperatures before

soils can support heavy harvesting equip-

ment. Statewide, the number of days

suitable for fieldwork were 2.5.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 19%

short, 45% adequate and 36% surplus.

Subsoil supplies were 38% short, 57%

adequate and 5% surplus. A year ago,

topsoil moisture supplies were 5% short,
C

60% adequate and 35% surplus. Subsoil

supplies were 95% adequate and 5% surplus.

CROPS

Corn harvest was 97% complete com-

pared to 65% last year and a five-year

average of 80%. Very little harvest

activity was possible in east central,

south central and southeastern areas with

only one day suitable for fieldwork in

most cases.

Soybean harvest crept forward to 95%,

compared to 97% last year and 99% average.

More east central fields remain to be

harvested than in other areas of the

State.

Sorghum harvest was 97% complete,

ahead of 80% a year ago and 90% average.

The hard freezing temperatures of the past

week were welcomed. Secondary, late

season growth was stopped, aiding final

harvesting activities.

Winter wheat % conditions showed

improvement and rated 8% poor, 31% fair,

52% good and 9% excellent. While thls

moisture was helpful, more would be

beneficial to western areas before the

crop enters dormancy.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies were

mostly adequate except for scattered

shortages in parts of the south and

northeast. Feedlots were like "soup"

after this week's wet weather, causing

stress to newly arrived feeders.
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